BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS SINDH             f*
Amirs disputed the claim of Ranjit Singh who did not press
it any further23 because of the new danger which, just at this
time, appeared in the direction of Peshawar. A formidable
foe of the Sikhs, the fanatic Syed Ahmad, offered armed oppo-
sition and engaged the whole attention of the Sikh ruler for
several years. Thus, though the Syed was finally defeated
and killed by Kan war Sher Singh in 1831, he had indirectly
saved Sindh from falling into the hands of the 'infidels.' In
1831, when his hands were free, the Maharaja found that a
change had come over his English allies in their attitude
towards Sindh. This, among other matters, led him to sus-
pend his contemplated measures further for a period of three
or four years.
Let us now briefly examine the circumstances that were
changing the policy of the British Government and inducing
them to be prepared to interfere in the affairs of the coun-
tries on and beyond the Indus.
TREATY OF TEHRAN, 1812
The decay of Turkish power in the eighteenth century
had laid Persia open to Russian attack. In 1812 the
Persians had sought and obtained the alliance of the British
Government after having been disappointed by Napoleon who,
in spite of the Treaty of Finkenstein (1807) in which he had
guaranteed the integrity of Persia, had even refused to
mediate for the Shah. In 1826, there was war between the
Persians and Russians and the former, remembering they had
a treaty with the British, appealed for help. Lord Canning,
the then British Foreign Secretary who was co-operating with
the Russians over the Greek question, could not go to war with
them in support of the Persian alliance from which he there-
fore obtained release by paying the Shah a moderate subsidy.
The Persians were defeated by the Russians to whom some
territory had to be ceded in 1828. From this date the
Persians began to lean towards an alliance with Russia. Wish-
ing to push still more eastwards the Russians advised and
nation in the North of Hindustan "   (Metcalfe's note to Ranjit Singh).
23 Wade to Prinsep, 137-8, P. G. R.